
2 Corinthians 12:1-4 

Key Truth:  

Heaven is the place of everlas�ng, conscious bliss in God’s perfect  

presence for everyone who has received by grace through faith the  

salva�on found in Jesus Christ.  

 

The doctrine of heaven is much more complex than the doctrine of hell, 

in part because more happens in heaven because of God’s presence 

there. For the believer, heaven is the immediate home for departed 

Chris�ans – When Christ-followers die, their bodies goes into the 

ground, but their spirits go immediately into the presence of Jesus 

Christ their Savior and High Priest. What is that place like?  

 

DISCUSS 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-4 and discuss with the group a statement or  

concept that stood out to you or impacted you in the sermon on  

“What God Says About Heaven.” 

 

DIG IN 

1. Heaven is a Dwelling Place for God and for departed believers. 

 

In verses 2 & 3, Paul describes a man (probably himself) being caught 

up to the “third heaven” and “paradise.” We believe he is talking about 

heaven because of the way the bible uses the term “paradise” in other 

places (see Luke 23:43 and Revela�on 2:7, also see 2 Chronicles 6:18 for 

the term “highest heaven”). Using the diagram below, describe the 

“heavens” in your own words:  
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Does Paul’s concept of the “third heaven” make sense to you? Why or 

why not? 

 

 

 

 Read Isaiah 66:1-2a: In what way is God’s presence located     

specifically in heaven, even though God is omnipresent? 

 

 

 

 Read Hebrews 8:1-2: What does this passage say about what  

Jesus Christ is doing in heaven? What does that mean for you and me 

living today? 

 

 

 

 Read 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 and John 14:3: From these passages, 

what happens to the believer when he passes away? In what ways does 

that encourage you? 

 

 

 

2. Heaven is a Secure Place.  (Luke 16:24-25) 

 

 In heaven, we have a secure Name and Ci�zenship. In what ways 

should we rejoice at these reali�es (see Luke 10:20 and Philippians 

3:20)? 

 

  

 

DO 

 

At this point in your life, have you thought about heaven much? Why or 

why not? If you were to spend more �me dwelling on the reality of  

heaven, what kinds of things would you (or should you) think about? 
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