
Romans 1:18-32 

To thwart the self-destruc�ve nature of sexual sin, God raises up      

governing authori�es “to punish those who do evil and to praise those 

who do good.” (1 Peter 2:14 ESV). Paul implies that governing            

authori�es who rule justly will enable God’s people to “lead a peaceful 

and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” (1 Timothy 2:2 ESV). 

But what happens if those governing authori�es do not punish evil, but 

rather promote the very sins they’re designed to stop? Godlessness,   

chaos, and moral decline ensue. Sexual sin must be addressed, not just 

for the sake of a civiliza�on’s survival, but for the sake of gospel        

conversion. 

 

DISCUSS 

Read Romans 1:18-32 and discuss with the group a statement or      

concept that stood out to you or impacted you in the sermon en�tled 

“Addressing Sexual Sin.” 

 

DIG IN 

 

1. The Pathway of Rebellion    

 

According to verses 23-28, describe the “downward spiral” of sin.  

 

 

 

What does this “downward spiral” begin with (v. 23)? What does it end 

with (v. 28)? 

 

 

 

According to verse 21, in what ways are people’s foolish hearts        

darkened today? How is that manifest in public? 
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In what ways does sexual sin exemplify verse 23? 

 

 

 

In what ways do people exchange truth about God for a lie (v. 25)? How 

does that show up in the things we worship? 

 

 

 

Why do you think our world downplays or denies the sinfulness of    

sexual sin (vv. 26-27)? 

 

 

 

What does it mean to have a debased mind (v. 28)? How does this 

demonstrate the same pride that Satan exhibited toward God? 

 

 

 

2. The Pathway of Repentance    

 

 Read Daniel 4:34-37: Describe the “upward spiral” of           

Nebuchadnezzar’s repentance. 

 

 

Why must true repentance start with turning to God (see 2 Corinthians 

3:16-18)? 

 

 

In what ways do you think gospel transforma�on can be brought about 

in the life of someone commi?ng sexual sin? 

 

 

 

DO 

In what ways will you personally put what you have learned through 

this sermon into prac�ce this week? 
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