
1 Peter 3:13-17 

Key Truth:  Be prepared to do good, because although it may bring 

suffering, in the end, it will produce blessing.  

 

It is safe to say that the Church in North America is woefully               

unprepared to face the growing threat of persecu�on. Paul declares 

that “all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be                

persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12-13). While the thought of persecu�on is 

scary, it is the pathway to great blessing. That pathway involves doing 

good. Doing good in our world may result in persecu�on and ridicule, 

but God promises his blessing to those who are fully prepared.  

 

DISCUSS 

Read 1 Peter 3:13-17 and discuss with the group a statement or       

concept that stood out to you or impacted you in the sermon en�tled 

“Be Prepared.” 

 

DIG IN 

 

1. Be Prepared to Suffer for Christ. (1 Peter 3:13-14, 16-17) 

 

 Read  1 Peter 3:13: In what ways is this statement true?  

 

 

 

 Is there a sense in which Peter’s statement (v. 13) might not be 

 true? Explain. 

 

 

 

What are examples of suffering for righteousness’ sake (v. 14, see 

Ma9hew 5:10-12)? 
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Why is it important to have a “good conscience” (v. 16)? What does 

that look like? 

 

 

Have you ever been reviled for your good behavior (v. 16)? Describe 

that to the others. 

 

 

 

Why is it be9er to suffer for doing good than for doing evil (v. 17)? 

 

 

 

2. Be Prepared to Explain your Hope.  (1 Peter 3:15) 

 

In what ways should we “honor Christ the Lord as holy” in our hearts  

(v. 15)? What does that look like in prac�cal terms? 

 

 

 

Do you find people asking you for a reason for the hope that is in you? 

Why or why not?  

 

 

 

Why do you think Chris�an suffering is an important component to 

Chris�an apologe�cs? 

 

 

 

Why is an a?tude of “gentleness and respect” (v. 15) essen�al in   

Chris�an apologe�cs? Why do you think Peter men�ons it?  

 

 

DO 

In what ways will you personally put what you have learned through 

this sermon into prac�ce this week? 
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