
1 John 4:7-21 

Key Truth:  The Love of God works in us through the gospel to sanc�fy 

all other human loves.  

 

A factor of our being created in God’s image is having a likeness (albeit 

sinful) to God’s nature, and we know from 1 John 4:8 and 16 that “God 

is love.” Love is hardwired into us from Crea�on both to need it and to 

give it. However, since sin has corrupted our concept and expression of 

love we need to go back to God’s Word to define love in God’s way. Our 

world is looking for love but has a hard �me finding it, or even           

understanding it. As believers in Jesus Christ we have both received 

love and are commanded to give it. So, we should know what we’re 

talking about.  

 

DISCUSS 

Read 1 John 4:7-21 and discuss with the group a statement or concept 

that stood out to you or impacted you in the sermon en�tled, “Crea�on 

Excursus: Love.” 

 

DIG IN 

 

1. Love Examined 

 

State your understanding of the following three natural loves: 

 

 1) Familial Love (storgē): 

   

 

 2) Married Love (eros): 

 

 

 3) Friendship Love (phileō): 
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In what ways do each of these loves come natural to us? 

 

 

 

 

How have we corrupted each of these loves through our sinfulness? 

 

 

 

 

In what ways does agapē (the supernatural self-giving love of God,        

1 John 4:7) undergird the other three natural loves? 

 

 

 

 

2. Love Expressed  (1 John 4:7-21)  

 

In what ways is agapē proof that we have been regenerated                  

(1 John 4:7-8)? 

 

 

 

In what ways is agapē sanc�fying, and whom does it sanc�fy (1 John 

4:12-19)? 

 

 

 

What does God command us to do with this kind of love (1 John 4:21; 

see John 13:34-35)? How might that be expressed through the natural 

loves? 

 

 

 

DO 

In what ways will you personally put what you have learned through 

this sermon into prac�ce this week? 
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